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City of Royal Oak, Ml
Thursday, August 30, 2012

Chapter 607. SIGNS

[HISTORY: Adopted by the City Commission of the City of Royal Oak as indicated in article
histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Construction code enforcement — See Ch. 260.
Special events — See Ch. 312.

Gasoline service stations — See Ch. 363.
General licensing — See Ch. 425.

Property maintenance — See Ch. 556.

Zoning — See Ch. 770.

Article I. Political Signs

[Adopted 9-21-1998 by Ord. No. 98-7]
§ 607-1. Short title.

[Amended 1-24-2005 by Ord. No. 2005-01] This article shall be known and may be cited as the tThef
or Damage of Political Signs Ordinance."

§ 607-2. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following terms shall hae meanings indicated:

POLITICAL SIGN
A sign announcing the candidacy of a person or persons gufamipublic office or issues to be voted
upon at an election.

§ 607-3. Destroying and injuring signs, bills and notices placed on private property.

Any person who shall willfully tear down, destroy or in angrnmer deface any signs, bill or notices on
any private lands of this state, or on any lots or premisasyirtownship, city or village shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor; provided that such signs, bill or noticesdrim wiolation of any general law of the state
or municipal ordinance and were placed by the owner se&esr by their consent.

§ 607-4. Violations and penalties.
Any person violating any provision of this article shall bdtgwf a misdemeanor and shall, upon

conviction thereof, be subject to a fine of not more than $G0 imprisonment for not more than 90
days, or to both such fine and imprisonment, in the disereti the court.

Article Il. Sign Regulations

[Adopted 2-3-2003 by Ord. No. 2003-01]

§ 607-5. Background; intent; purpose.
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(1) It is recognized that businesses compete with eaeh atidl try to "keep up with the
competition.” In doing so many try to put up signs bigger thase around them because they
feel those they have are not visible enough. If someoneupussbigger sign then eventually
others will want to do the same. Clutter and confusion tiesalsening the perceived lack of
visibility. Such a proliferation of signs leads to visually@mn, creating significant traffic
hazards for motorists and pedestrians. Drivers are disthaeisibility is impaired, access is
impeded, and clear vision at intersections is prevented.

(2) Appropriate sign regulations can indirectly spur econataielopment, while cluttered
proliferation can hurt. High-quality developments with vadkigned signs attract other
high-quality developments. Sign clutter gives the impreshiaha community doesn't care
about its appearance. There is a need to balance the'pulgit to know, a businesses' right
to advertise, and a community's desire to limit the éxi€misual pollution and resulting
hazards from the proliferation of signs and sign clutter.

(3) Signs which do nothing to help motorists or pedestridestify a place or help them get to it
are the ones which tend to most directly contribute to digiter. Therefore, in order to avoid
sign clutter, signs messages should direct and confirreataoutes to a site; inform of a
site's general organization, elements and layout; igeatifi name the site; and regulate on-site
operations. Signs can use words, symbols, objects, or a atimbiof these to convey their
message. These messages must be simple and direcageenmist be minimized to be more
easily and safely read by motorists and pedestrians.

(4) Proportions of signs need not be uniform for all busined&at is important is that signs do
not dominate a site or building facade, but instead visuallynaec® appear to fit within the
context and character of the building or site, and adjdngsinesses.

(5) The primary consideration for sign location is visibilB8igns need to be located so they aren't
obstructed by other signs or architectural features. Ptmrgted signs can be obstacles and
hazards. Signs need to be far enough away from rightsspfbart still close enough to them,
and high enough off the ground but not too high off the gromndrder to be seen while not
visually dominating the area.

(6) The primary function of signs is to index the environimiatt is, to tell people where they can
find what. Other subordinate purposes should be tolerated, mainrauxiliary and secondary
to indexing. The amount, type, size, height, location, Hunchination of signs need only be the
minimum necessary to allow motorists to see them, reagni activity they represent, and
safely slow their vehicle in time to access the estaiblsit, and/or to allow pedestrians to
recognize the activity they represent.

(7) It is further recognized that there are generatlyepted and empirically derived standards for
the type, size, spacing, area, and setback of signs basadhe speed limits and number of
vehicular traffic lanes on the street that the actifriojmts. These standards are generally
intended to allow signs that can be recognized at a gliigance by a motorist, allowing them
to safely slow down, turn into and access the site for whielsign advertises.

(8) However, these standards do not account for the pechéamateristics of the City's business
corridors. These characteristics include, but are notelihtio, unusually narrow widths and
shallow depths of commercial properties fronting on thg'€Cinajor thoroughfares; the
proximity of existing buildings and signs to each other tangroperty and rights-of-way;
traffic flows and congestion levels; and the goals and tbgecof the City's Master Plan and
Chapter 770, Zoning.

(9) The City of Royal Oak has thus determined that theselipe characteristics warrant
modifications to the generally accepted and empiricallyvddrsign standards. The regulations
and standards of this article represent these modltiitsatind are considered the minimum
amount of regulation necessary to achieve a substantiatrgoent interest for public safety,
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aesthetics, and protection of property values.
B. Intent and purpose.

(1) The intent of these sign regulations is to creatddpal framework for a comprehensive and
balanced system of regulating signs and outdoor advertBumh regulations are concerned
with communication along sidewalks, streets, and highwand deal with symbols and letters
as they appear on signs, billboards, banners, storefreatquees, canopies, and all other
stationary visual media whether located on or off the preni$ehe activity to which the
message pertains.

(2) The purposes of these sign regulations are:

(a) To encourage the effective use of signs as a nedazmmmunication in the City of Royal
Oak;

(b) To maintain and enhance the aesthetic environmengaality of life within the City;

(c) To maintain and enhance the City's ability to attsmttrces of economic development and
growth;

(d) To avoid the visual clutter that is potentially harmfutreffic and pedestrian safety,
property values, business opportunities, and community aestlatd appearance;

(e) To improve pedestrian and traffic safety;

() To minimize the abundance and size of signs to redwterist distraction and the loss of
safe sight distance;

(g) To minimize the possible adverse effect of signs orbgeaublic and/or private property;

(h) To preserve the value of property by assuring the compgtitfi signs with surrounding
land uses;

(i) To support and complement land use objectives as shtifotthe City's Master Plan and
Chapter 770, Zoning;

() To protect the public safety, health and welfane
(k) To enable fair and consistent enforcement of thegersgulations.
8§ 607-6. Title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the Sigmé&hce, Ordinance No. 2003-01, an ordinance
to regulate the construction, repair, alteration and emaamice of signs within the City of Royal Oak.

§ 607-7. Objectives.

A. A sign may be erected, placed, established, painteateck®r maintained in the City of Royal
Oak only in conformance with the restrictions, proceduresidards, exemptions and requirements
of this article.

B. The objectives of this article are more specificallyfegh herein as:

(1) To prevent the proliferation of signs which is unduly disting to motorists and nonmotorized
travelers, reduces the effectiveness of signs direatidgwarning the public, causes confusion,
reduces desired uniform traffic flow, and creates potefdratehicular accidents.

(2) To reduce visual pollution and physical obstructions causedpogliéeration of signs that
could diminish the City's image, property values and qualityfef |
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(3) To protect the general public from damage and injuryezhby the distractions, hazards and
obstructions generated and caused by the proliferation of signs.

(4) To protect and enhance the aesthetic quality of thedfiRoyal Oak by encouraging signs
which are compatible with conforming existing signs, hgeed viewing qualities with passing
motorists, and are compatible with buildings and strektsugh the establishment of specific
standards for various areas in the City.

(5) To reduce visual distractions and obstruction to motariat®ling along, entering or leaving
streets.

(6) To authorize the use of signs which are compatible théin surroundings, appropriate to the
activity that displays them, expressive of the identity ofviddial activities and the
community as a whole, and legible in the circumstanceghich they are seen.

(7) To keep signs within a reasonable scale with redpettie buildings to which they relate.
(8) To pronhibit all signs not specifically permitted Ihystarticle.
(9) To provide for the enforcement of the provisions of thilar

(10) To prevent signs that are potentially dangerous to thécpilipd to structural deficiencies,
disrepair or distraction to motorists.

(11) To prevent the placement of signs in a manner whiltltonceal or obscure other signs,
directional and/or warning signs, or signs of adjacentriesses.

(12) To keep the number and size of signs at a level reblyonecessary to identify a business
enabling the public to locate goods, services and facilitid®out excessive difficulty and
confusion by restricting the number and placement of signs.

(13) To prevent hazards due to collapse, fire, collision, decapandonment of signage.

(14) To establish a permit system to allow signage suitabléthé sign area in which it is located
that complies with the regulations and permit proceduretioea herein.

(15) To protect the public right to receive messages, edlyenoncommercial messages such as
religious, political, economic, social, philosophical anceptlypes of information protected by
the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.

§ 607-8. Definitions.

[Amended 8-20-2007 by Ord. No. 2007-12; 9-8-2008 by Ord. No. 2008-13; 7-12-2010 by Ord. No.
2010-10] Words and phrases used in this article shall have daming(s) set forth in this section. Words
and phrases not defined in this section but defined in otietro€CRoyal Oak ordinances shall be given
the meanings set forth in such ordinance(s). All ottends and phrases shall be given common, ordinary
meaning, unless the context clearly requires otherwise.

ABANDONED SIGN
A sign which, by reason of neglect, damage or deterratequires repair and for which the owner or
other party responsible for maintenance thereof failsntterake and complete such repairs within 30
days after having received written notice to do so fronCitg

ABANDONED SIGN STRUCTURE
A sign structure which, by reason of neglect, damage eridedtion, requires repair and for which the
owner or other party responsible for maintenance thesegisftb undertake and complete such repairs
within 30 days after written notice to do so from the City

ANIMATED SIGN
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A sign with action, motion or the appearance of actiomation, such as flashing lights, color changes,
moving parts or reflective materials. This definitioredmot include revolving signs or time-and-
temperature displays.

AWNING
An ornamental overhanging structure or frame covered \ath or metal or other material, designed to
provide shelter from sunlight or the elements, and lwkicucture or frame is affixed to an exterior wall
of a building in such a manner that the structure andranay be raised or retracted to a position
against the building or retracted so as to be withinrdag@er or device for storage.

BACK GROUND AREA
The area of a sign face upon which copy could be placed.

BALLOON
Any device capable of being inflated with air, heliumpotiter gas and mounted, tied or tethered in such
a manner as to hold such balloon from being carried away byitie

BANNER
A sign containing a commercial message produced on ligitttveéxible fabric, such as canvas, cloth,
paper or similar material. National, state, or municgraéducational institution flags should not be
considered banners.

BEACON
Any stationary or revolving light which flashes, projeotsdirects one or more beams of single or
multiple-colored light, in any manner which, intended dr, attracts or diverts attention.

BUILDING FACADE
That portion of the front, side or rear exterior wall@@)any portion thereof, of a building which is
exposed to view, including areas of fenestration.

BUILDING MARKER
Any sign intended as a commemorative message which mayderthe name of a building, date of
construction, or other incidental information about its troiesion, and which sign is cut into a masonry
surface or made of bronze or other permanent materialhvgiconstructed, affixed or otherwise made
an integral part of the building.

CANOPY
A permanent ornamental overhanging structure or frame remwegith canvas, cloth or other material,
affixed to and extending from the exterior wall of a budglidesigned to provide shelter from sunlight or
the elements.

CHANGEABLE-COPY PANEL
A sign, or portion thereof, which is characterized hgrgeable copy, regardless of method of
attachment, without altering the face or the surfafcthe sign. A sign on which the message changes
more than five times per day shall be considered an "agihsgn”; a sign on which the only copy that
changes is an electronic or mechanical indication of tamd temperature shall be considered a "time-
and-temperature sign." Neither animated nor time-amgpéeature signs shall be considered a
changeable-copy sign for purposes of this article.

COMMERCIAL MESSAGE
Any wording, symbol, image, shape, picture or combinatieretsf or other representation that, directly
or indirectly, names, advertises, promotes, or calentdin to a business, goods, service, institution,
person, activity, location or idea.

COPY AREA
The actual area occupied by a commercial message, wiaethet applied to any background. Copy
area is computed by straight lines drawn closest to copynetiee by the appropriate method
identified in 8 607-9H herein.
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DILAPIDATED SIGN
Any sign which, by reason of neglect, damage, exposutigetelements or other causes, has
deteriorated so that the intended message is no lorgtyctiscernible, or the sign poses a hazard to
the public health, safety and general welfare, as detedtiy the enforcement official.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN
Incidental on-premises sign, the sole purpose of whith guide pedestrians or vehicular traffic. A
directional sign shall not contain a commercial messag

ELIGIBLE ADVERTISER
Any person legally entitled to occupy a lot.

ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL
The City of Royal Oak Building Official or his or her dested alternate.

EXISTING SIGN
Any sign which is legally displayed on or before the efieectiate of this article.

FESTOON SIGN
A sign consisting of a wreath or garland of flowersyvkes, paper or other material hanging in a loop or
curve.

FLAG
Lightweight flexible fabric, such as canvas, cloth, iomilar material, that is mounted to a pole or a
building at one or more edges, which is more or less dutgjenovement by the wind and which is
used as a symbol of a national, state or municipal govetnpwitical subdivision, educational
institution, other noncommercial entity, or noncommeridah.

FLASHING SIGN
An illuminated sign which does not have the source of,ligh it artificial or natural, maintained
stationary or constant in intensity and color at all tinwken in use.

FREESTANDING SIGN
A sign not attached to a building or other improvement bu¢d@tspermanently erected upon or standing
in the ground and usually supported from the ground by one or mo® polamns, uprights, braces or
cement anchors. Freestanding signs include monumest lsiggrdo not include portable signs.

GASOLINE PRICE SIGN
A changeable-copy sign which is used to advertise the pfigasoline or other fuels. In the event that
brand identification material is used or is a part of iga advertising price, such shall be considered
the "gasoline price sign."

GRAFFITI
An inscription or drawing made on a public surface.

ILLUMINATED SIGN
A sign in which an artificial source of light is employedorder to light the sign or make the message
readable. This definition includes internally and extérrigghted signs.

INCIDENTAL SIGN
A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secgridahe transmission of a commercial
message for the lot on which it is located, such as "&t&iRy," "Entrance," "Loading Only,"
"Telephone,” or other similar directives. No sign witbammercial message shall be considered an
"incidental sign."

INFLATABLE SIGN
A temporary or permanent sign consisting of a nonporousbiagigon, or other object inflated by any
means and designed to draw attention to a commercial basinbether it does or does not contain a
commercial display, commercial graphics identity, or tette Inflatable seasonal display items sold
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retail to the general public and intended primarily fowgtie home display are not considered inflatable
signs.

INSTITUTIONAL BULLETIN BOARD
A sign upon which is displayed only the name and/or addreasra@lfgious institution, school, library,
community center, eleemosynary organization or similaituti®n which occupies the lot, and
announcements concerning its services or activities.

LOT
A parcel of land occupied or to be occupied by a building or Imgi#dand any accessory buildings or
any other single activity, and which is under single osliipr A lot may consist of a lot of record, a
portion of a lot of record, a combination of complete lots obré, a combination of complete lots of
record and portions of lots of record, or a parcel describeddbysnand bounds.

MAJOR STREET
Any street with an existing or proposed right-of-way geedhhan 66 feet.

MARQUEE
A permanent roof-like structure attached to a building andegtiog over an outer entrance door to a
building, and which projects over public property.

MARQUEE SIGN
A sign attached to or constructed on the face of a marquee.

MASTER SIGN PLAN
A master plan of sighage used in a development indicdtingnaximum square footage and locations of
all signs, of any type, for each eligible advertiser dota

MONUMENT SIGN
A freestanding sign permanently supported from the ground &yomore poles, columns, uprights,
braces or cement anchors or a freestanding sign pertiyaaeected to rest on the ground level or
monument base designed as an architectural unit withighe s

MURAL
A design or representation painted, drawn or sculpted omxtbdog surface of a building or other
structure which, absent all other signs, does not fgesuti occupant of a premises or relate solely to
the use, business, establishment, or profession conductedagsrincipal product or service sold,
offered, provided, or produced.

NONCONFORMING SIGN
Any sign existing after the effective date of thisdetiwhich does not comply with one or more of the
provisions for signs as contained in this article.

OFF-PREMISES SIGN
A sign which contains a commercial message unrelateshytdusiness, activity, service or product
actually carried out or sold upon the lot upon which the isigacated.

ON-PREMISES SIGN
A sign, which contains a commercial message strietlgted to and incidental to a lawful use of the lot
on which it is located.

OUTDOOR MENU BOARD
An outdoor sign associated with restaurants, which givestailed list of foods, drink or services that
are available at the restaurant.

PENNANT
A sign produced on lightweight flexible fabric, such asvas, cloth or similar material that is mounted
to a pole or a building at one or more edges and which ie oless subject to movement by the
wind. A pennant is distinguished from a banner in thaémanant does not contain a commercial message
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and is intended primarily for decorative purposes. A pennalfisimguished from a flag in that it is not
used as a symbol of a national, state or municipal govetnpwitical subdivision, educational
institution, or other noncommercial entity.

PERSON
An individual person, association of persons, firm, compamyazation, partnership or organization of
any kind.

PLAN COMMISSION
The Plan Commission, with the power, procedures, and dwgiegescribed in 8§ 607-22 hereof.

PLAZA
See "shopping center sign."

POLITICAL SIGN
A sign announcing the candidacy of a person or persons guiamipublic office or issues to be voted
upon at an election.

PORTABLE SIGN
A sign not permanently mounted or affixed to the ground, bgildmstructure, which is designed to be
transported or moved, and which may have its commercial gessanged, or which may be used by
different eligible advertisers, including, but not limited the following: signs attached to a support
structure with wheels; trailer signs; A-frame or Thfie signs; signs mounted on a vehicle for advertising
purposes, parked and visible from a right-of-way, exceps sagntifying the related business or activity
when the vehicle is being used in normal day-to-day operatieeisu and sandwich boards; beacon and
searchlight stands; and balloons or inflatable caricatures

PRINCIPAL BUILDING
The building in which is conducted the principal use of tteoh which it is located. Lots with multiple
principal uses may have multiple principal buildings, butagferbuildings, garage and other clearly
accessory uses or structures shall not be considered pribaifgings.

PROJECTING SIGN
A sign which is supported by a building wall, and which isopy area oriented perpendicular to the
building wall supporting it; or secondly, a sign, any panbich extends more than 12 inches from the
building wall.

REAL ESTATE SIGN
A temporary sign placed upon a lot for the purpose of advertisitige public the sale or lease of said
lot.

REVOLVING SIGN
A sign or sign structure that rotates or gives the appea or optical effect of rotating.

ROOF SIGN
A sign erected upon or above a roof or parapet wall of a buididgwhich is wholly or partially
supported by said building.

SETBACK
The distance from a lot line to the nearest part ofah@icable building, structure or sign measured
perpendicularly to the lot line.

SHOPPING CENTER SIGN
A sign which identifies a group of three or more contigustases, offices or shops, whether or not
under single management, which is served by a commonredtgiarking facility located on a private
lot.

SIDEWALK SIGN
A sign placed on the ground that is not permanently mowntedfixed, which is not designed to be
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transported or moved while on display, and which is intenddzbtused periodically by a single
eligible advertiser.

SIGN
Any structure, material, display, sculpture, flag, banmennant, string of lights, image, object or device
which advertises or publicizes a business, goods, serunséigjtion, person, activity, location or idea,
or is intended to do so, by a word, symbol, image, color, sipgiare, or combination thereof, and
which is visible from any public street, right-of-waydeswalk, alley or other public property.

SIGN FACE
The background and copy area of a sign which can be seenvigweed from a direction perpendicular
to the background and copy area.

SIGN STRUCTURE
A structure used or intended to be used to support a signpmitithout a sign thereon; provided,
however, that this definition shall not include a buildiagade or boundary fence or wall.

STOCK MARKET DISPLAY
A sign which displays current stock prices, and which displ®o commercial message other than the
name of the business occupying the lot.

STREET
The entire width between lot lines of every way publichintaaned when any part thereof is open, or
may be opened, to the use of the public for purposes of vehicalat br as a principal means of
access to abutting property.

TEMPORARY SIGN
A sign not permanently mounted or affixed to the ground, bgildmstructure, and which is intended to
be used only periodically by a single eligible advertiser,\anidh is not intended or designed to have
the commercial message changed.

TIME-AND-TEMPERATURE DISPLAY
A sign which displays the current time or outdoor temperaturéoth, and which displays no
commercial message other than the name of the bugineapying the lot.

TRAILER SIGN
A sign with a copy area supported on a mobile chassis, thidnera motor vehicle.

UNDER MARQUEE SIGN
A lighted or unlighted sign attached to the underside wieaquee.

WALL SIGN
A sign which is affixed to a building facade and which dpesextend beyond any horizontal or vertical
end of the wall surface on which it is affixed, nor prgectore than 12 inches from the building facade,
and which has its copy area located so as to be paralled toathupon which it is affixed.

WINDOW AREA
The actual total window square footage, calculated fronsdinemation of individual window panels,
taken from all facades of any building or other site improvime

WINDOW SIGN
Any sign within a building placed within 12 inches of a ddw or upon a window pane and that is
visible from the exterior of the building.

8§ 607-9. General sign regulations.

A. All signs must contain a commercial message btriefated to and incidental to a lawful use of
the lot on which the sign is located, unless otherwimeified herein.
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B. All signs shall be so placed as to not interfere withvisibility or effectiveness of any official
traffic sign or signal, or with a driver's vision of angcass point to a street or street intersection,
or to otherwise constitute a visual obstruction to motorists lingvalong, entering or leaving
streets.

C. Freestanding and monument sign height shall beurezhérom the existing grade level adjacent to
a proposed sign to the upward-most extremity of the sign.

D. No sign shall be erected, relocated or maintainedsdo &inder ingress to or egress from any
door, window or fire escape or prevent ventilation.

E. Wall signs shall not extend beyond the horizontal oicagrends of the wall surface on which they
are affixed, nor project more than 12 inches from thedimgjifacade. No wall sign shall be
attached to a building facade at a height of less tiggm feet above a public sidewalk and at a
height of less than 15 feet above public driveways, allegissamets.

F. In no case shall any sign exceed a level of illunenatif 0.08 footcandle and a luminance
brightness of 2,400 Lambert, when measured at the property line

G. Signs may be located upon awnings or canopies in lieithef @ wall sign or a window sign, but
not both, in those sign areas that permit wall or windgnssiunder the same conditions and
criteria imposed upon the wall or window sign. Awnings oropées with signs located thereon
may project further than 12 inches from the building fachdesever, no such sign shall project
from the surface of the awning or canopy, and must be egrattpart of the awning or canopy;
nor shall any sign be located upon the end panels of anypganicanopy. The area of an awning
or canopy sign shall be determined using the same methtiaddifior a sign without a defined
background.

H. The area of a sign is computed as follows:

(1) For a sign having a defined background area, the ite @ign shall be measured as the total
area of the defined background. For all shapes of defined loackigarea other than square,
rectangular, oval or circular, the size of the sigrldi®measured as the area of the smallest
square, rectangle, oval or circle which encloses thiesaefined background.

(2) For a sign without a defined background area, such asdudi letters or symbols mounted
directly on a building wall or applied to an awning or candipg,size of the sign shall be
measured as the area of the smallest square, rectavglegr circle which encloses the entire
undefined background; e.g., the individual letters or symbols.

(3) Where the elements of a single sign are locatedvoror more canopies or awnings, the size
of the sign shall be the accumulative total of the aremaoh awning or canopy measured as
if they were individual signs.

I. Sign Area Map.

(1) The sign areas as provided in 88 607-10 through 607-13 ofrticie are bounded and
defined as shown on the map entitled "Sign Area Map o€tteof Royal Oak.” The Sign
Area Map, along with all notations, references, and akplanatory information, shall
accompany and be made a part of this arti€tBtor's Note: The Sign Area Maps are located at
the end of this chapter.

(2) Regardless of the existence of purported copies of gmeABea Map which may be
published, a true and current copy of the Sign Area Map @&l&ifar public inspection shall
be located in and maintained by the office of the City CléHe Clerk's copy shall be the
final authority as to the current status of any land énGlity in regards to its designated sign
area.

(3) Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundafi@sy of the sign areas indicated on
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the Sign Area Map, the following rules shall apply:

(a) A boundary indicated as approximately following the centerdf a highway, alley, or
easement shall be construed as following such cenger lin

(b) A boundary indicated approximately following a recorded la tin the line bounding a
parcel shall be construed as following such line.

(c) A boundary indicated as approximately following a municipal Baognline shall be
construed as following such line.

(d) A boundary indicated as following a railroad line shallicbaestrued as being located
midway in the right-of-way.

(e) A distance not specifically indicated on the officignSArea Map shall be determined by
the scale of the map.

(H Where an existing physical feature is at varianith that shown on the official Sign Area
Map or any other circumstances not covered by Subsection) [{B)¢aigh (e), the Plan
Commission shall interpret the location of the sigeaalpoundary.

[Amended 8-20-2007 by Ord. No. 2007-12]

J. A sign shall be removed after the business, producicegerent, or other activity to which it
relates has been discontinued for 30 days.

[Added 7-12-2010 by Ord. No. 2010-10]
§ 607-10. Permitted signs in Sign Area 1.
In Sign Area 1, the following signs are permitted:
A. Wall signs, provided the following conditions are met:
(1) Each eligible advertiser is permitted one walhsig each building facade.

(2) The maximum area of all wall signs located upon eaddibgifacade shall not exceed 10%
of the building facade area or 100 square feet, whicheuesss

B. Monument signs, provided the following conditions are met:

(1) Each lot is permitted one monument sign. The sign roatam a commercial message for
more than one eligible advertiser.

(2) The maximum height of the monument sign shall be fet, and the maximum area of the
sign shall be 30 square feet for a single-face sign arghj6lre feet for signs of two or more
faces.

(3) The monument sign shall be set back a minimum distainéé feet.

(4) Where the lot frontage on a major street exceeds 300tHeenumber of monument signs may
be increased by one for each additional 300 feet of frontage @wrptintreof.

(5) The maximum height of a monument sign may be inegthy one foot and/or the maximum
size by six square feet for a single-face sign or 12 sdeatefor signs of two or more faces
if both the following conditions are met:

[Amended 8-20-2007 by Ord. No. 2007-12]

(a) The sign is completely surrounded by a landscaped argalatieefor which have been
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prepared and sealed by a registered landscape architacthiect.
(b) The sign consists of individual characters mounted oramed into, a background
constructed of brick, stone, wood, or other natural materiatagsbe approved by the
Plan Commission.
C. Signs permitted pursuant to 88 607-14 and 607-15 of this article.
§ 607-11. Permitted signs in Sign Area 2.
In Sign Area 2, the following signs are permitted:
A. Wall signs, provided the following conditions are met:

(1) Each eligible advertiser is permitted one walhssg each building facade.

(2) The maximum area of all wall signs located on eacldipgilfacade shall not exceed 10% of
the building facade area, or 100 square feet, whichevesss |

B. Freestanding or monument signs, provided the followingitons are met:

(1) Each lot is permitted one freestanding or monument Siga sign may contain a commercial
message for more than one eligible advertiser.

(2) The maximum height of the freestanding or monument shall be 16 feet, and the maximum
area of the sign shall be 42 square feet for a siagle-6ign and 84 square feet for signs of
two or more faces.

(3) Where the lot frontage on a major street exceeds 300Heenumber of freestanding or
monument signs may be increased by one for each additionat806fffrontage or portion
thereof; or the area of a single freestanding sign loeaincreased up to 84 square feet for a
single-face sign and 168 square feet for signs of two oe flames, and the height increased
up to 24 feet.

(4) Flashing or moving lights, moving parts, or animatiayrbe incorporated into a freestanding
or monument sign when approved as part of a Master Sighagéy the Plan Commission
for sites with frontage along Woodward Avenue, in recognitibioodward Avenue's status
as a Heritage Route and a National Scenic Byway.

C. Window signs, provided the number of window signs shaleroged one in each window, and the
maximum area of each window sign shall not exceed 15%abf wandow area.

D. Signs permitted pursuant to 88 607-14 and 607-15 of this article.
§ 607-12. Permitted signs in Sign Area 3.
[Amended 9-8-2008 by Ord. No. 2008-13] In Sign Area 3, the following signs are permitted:
A. Wall signs, provided the following conditions are met:
(1) Each eligible advertiser is permitted one walhsg each building facade.

(2) The maximum area of all wall signs shall not exc&@% of the building facade area, or 100
square feet, whichever is less.

B. Projecting signs, in recognition of the pedestriaarted nature of the downtown, provided the
following conditions are met:

(1) Each eligible advertiser with its own separate, tliesmtrance to a street, which entrance
provides access solely to the eligible advertiser's businesstivity, is permitted one
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projecting sign.

(2) Each projecting sign shall consist of a background, arich shall be affixed to a separate
support arm(s), which shall be affixed to a building facdde background area shall not be
directly affixed to the building facade, but shall be affixaly to the support arm(s).

(3) The maximum background area of a projecting sign beafbur square feet.

(4) A projecting sign may have suspended therefrom a supgkdnségn, which may announce
that the eligible advertiser is "OPEN" for business. $hpplemental sign shall not exceed
1/2 square foot in area.

(5) The bottom of the projecting sign, including any suppleéahesign and support arm(s), shall be
at least eight feet above the adjacent public right-of-aag the top of the sign, including
support arm, shall not be greater than 12 feet above theeatiublic right-of-way.

(6) A projecting sign including all support arms may notedtfrom a building facade more than
30 inches.

(7) A projecting sign must be located above the entranem wligible advertiser's business or
immediately adjacent thereto.

(8) A projecting sign may not be internally illuminated.

(9) An eligible advertiser shall not display both a projectign and a sidewalk sign at the same
location at the same time.

C. Window signs, provided the number of window signs shaleroéed one in each window, and the
maximum area of each window sign shall not exceed 10%abf wandow area.

D. Sidewalk signs, as follows:

(1) On private property, subject to compliance with spedtifins for sidewalk signs promulgated
by the City.

(2) On public property, pursuant to a license agreementthatiCity (including compliance with
specifications for sidewalk signs promulgated by the City).

(3) The City Manager or his designee is authorized tot gravariance from specifications for
sidewalk signs promulgated by the City where, due to unique atbasdics of the property,
the strict application of those specifications would resufiractical difficulties to the
advertiser; provided, however, that such relief would do sufistfurstice to all properties in
the immediate area.

(4) Sidewalk signs shall be exempt from the permit reqmérgs of § 607-17.

(5) An eligible advertiser shall not display both a projecsign and a sidewalk sign at the same
location at the same time.

E. Signs permitted pursuant to 88 607-14 and 607-15 of this article.
§ 607-13. Permitted signs in Sign Area 4.
A. Permitted signage in Sign Area 4 shall comply il following requirements:

(1) All signs shall be designed so as to be compatible widhcampliment the architectural and
landscaping design and be appropriate to serve the inteseés).

(2) No freestanding signs shall be permitted, except rinultiple-use development where the sign
is used to identify only the development.
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(3) A master signage plan shall be submitted with thee @én illustrating the location, size and
typical design of the intended signs.

B. The intent of Sign Area 4 is to allow for a multitudeusts to occur in a proposed development.

However, a single use may be permitted at the discretitimeoPlan Commission. In such case,
the permitted signage shall be determined by associagngetimitted signage for all sign areas,
excluding freestanding signs, that most closely resenthdéesharacteristics of the proposed single
use.

§ 607-14. Permitted signs at all locations.

Signs specified in this section are permitted at altioos throughout the City of Royal Oak, except as
noted, but are subject to the conditions and limitationgoskt in this section. Permits are not required
unless otherwise indicated.

A. Building or house address. Any sign which sets foghhtbuse or building address, provided such
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signs shall be displayed and clearly visible from theesti@ which it has been assigned, and
placed in accordance with the City's Property Mainten&ume.Editor's Note: See Ch. 556,
Property Maintenance.

. Building markers. A building marker shall not exceed i@aaf 30 square feet on each building

facade.

. Community event signs and banners. Signs advertisimgnanity events or public entertainment,

when located within a public right-of-way.

(1) A community event sign shall not exceed 10 square tieateia for a single-face sign, and 20
square feet in area for signs of two or more faces. Rlaateand location must be approved
by the enforcement official.

(2) Community event banners over or within public rights-of-wastnibe approved by the City
Commission.

(3) All community event signs shall be removed withinehdays after the event.

. Garage sale signs.

(1) Each garage sale sign shall clearly state theeaddif the sale and the date and hours of the
sale.

(2) Each property participating in a garage sale shafidmmitted one garage sale sign per each
frontage on a public street, which may be placed on publprieate property along such
frontage no more than two days before the sale, and shedintved within one day after the
sale.

(3) A garage sale sign shall not exceed six squatefide@ single-face sign or 12 square feet for
a sign of two or more faces. When placed on public propegsrage sale sign shall not
exceed three square feet for a single-face sign omgsiare feet for a sign of two or more
faces, and shall be placed as not to interfere with venicul pedestrian traffic.

(4) All garage sale signs shall be installed and plawedire frames. A sign attached to a pole,
taped in a window or any other method of installation shattdreidered a violation of this
section.

(5) All garage sale signs that do not comply with thiiclertshall be subject to removal.

. Construction signs. Any sign announcing the namescbftects, engineers, contractors, or other

individuals or firms involved with the development, constructedteration, or repair of a building
or property, or announcing the character of the building@nige or the purpose for which the
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building or property is intended, or to indicate the presence ddrground public utility
structures to avoid damage to structures by excavation.

(1) Such signs shall be confined to the site of the dewednt, construction, alteration or repair
and shall be removed within 21 days after completion of the wogkpiration of the building
permit, whichever occurs first.

(2) Sighs may be monument or wall-mounted.
(3) Signs may not emit direct illumination.

(4) Each lot shall be permitted one sign per frontage on acpstidet. A lot with more than 300
feet of frontage is permitted one additional sign for edithfaet of additional frontage.

(5) A construction sign shall not exceed 12 square feet @yreadamily or two-family dwelling; 50
square feet for multiple-family dwelling; or 100 square feeall nonresidential uses. The
above maximum sizes shall be for single-face signss giwo or more faces shall have a
maximum area of twice the size recited above.

(6) A monument construction sign shall not exceed dagtt in height for residential uses or 12
feet in height in all nonresidential uses.

(7) A wall-mounted construction sign shall not extend beyoaddh or ends of the wall surface
on which it is mounted, nor shall a construction sign betéocabove the second floor of a
multiple-story building.

(8) A permit is required for a construction sign.

F. Flags. Flags, as defined herein, provided their sies dot exceed the wind load capacity of the

pole or other anchoring structure to which they are attacsedetermined by the Building
Official. Poles or other anchoring structures shall testructed in accordance with the City's
Building Code.

G. Hours of operation. Signs, which advertise a businesss lof operation, provided that the

individual characters of the sign do not exceed eighemah height.

H. Institutional bulletin boards. One per lot, but no such shall exceed a height of five feet nor an
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area of 25 square feet for a single-face sign, and 50esdeet for a sign of two or more faces.
A permit is required for an institutional bulletin board.

l. Institutional uses.

(1) Wall signs for uses such as churches, schools, comnuenmiters, day care, health care and
other permitted institutional uses shall be permitted, providedollowing conditions are met:

(a) Each eligible advertiser is permitted one sign o éadding facade fronting on a street.

(b) The area of all permitted signs shall not exceed 20 sdaat on each building facade
fronting on a street.

(c) Wall signs for nonresidential developments shall nantenally illuminated unless the
sign is located upon a building facade which faces a magets

(d) A permit is required for a wall sign for an institutibmse.

(2) Monument signs for institutional uses, as defined abowad, I3t permitted, provided the
following conditions are met:

(a) Each lot is permitted to have one sign, provided itfleagage on a major street. Any
monument sign so permitted shall be oriented toward the et
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(b) The maximum height of the monument sign shall be féde¢, and the maximum area of the
sign shall be 25 square feet for a single-face sign argtjbare feet for signs of two or
more faces.

(c) The monument sign shall be set back a minimum distaiht® feet.

(d) Monument signs for nonresidential developments shall nattemally illuminated unless
the sign is adjacent to a major street.

(e) A permit is required for a monument sign for an iastibal use.

J. Multiple-family residential uses.

(1) Wall signs for multiple-family residential redevelopitieshall be permitted, provided the
following conditions are met:

(a) Each development with four or more dwelling units shalpermitted one wall sign per
frontage on a major street, which sign shall be orietie@drd the major street.

(b) The area of each permitted sign shall not exceed dqware feet for each dwelling unit in
the development to a maximum of 20 square feet.

(c) Wall signs for residential developments shall notribernally illuminated.
(d) A permit is required for a wall sign for a multiple-inresidential use.

(2) Monument signs for multiple-family residential developmesitall be permitted, provided the
following conditions are met:

(a) Each development with 12 or more dwelling units shalpdrenitted one monument sign,
provided it has frontage on a major street. Any monumentssigrermitted shall be
oriented toward the major street.

(b) The maximum height of a monument sign shall be faat,fand the maximum area of the
sign shall be 25 square feet for a single-face sign arstjbére feet for signs of two or
more faces.

(c) The monument sign shall be set back a minimum distaiht® feet.

(d) Monument signs for residential developments shall nobteenally illuminated.

(e) A permit is required for a monument sign for a multfplaily residential use.

K. Pennants, provided the following requirements are met:

(1) Pennants must be securely affixed to a building facaslenalts placed directly into the
ground or upon light poles, etc., are prohibited.

(2) No part of a pennant shall be lower than a heighight éeet or greater than a height of 15
feet above a public sidewalk. No pennant shall project mare fthur feet into a public right-
of-way used for sidewalk purposes. No pennant shall projectamyepart of a public right-
of-way used for street or alley purposes.

(3) No pennant shall exceed a maximum size of nine sgeate f

(4) For nonresidential uses of property, one pennant shaiétmitted for each 10 feet of building
facade fronting a major street, up to a maximum of six g@arper lot.

L. Political campaign signs. Signs or posters announbmgandidates seeking public political office
and/or political issues, and data pertinent thereto, upntax@mum area of 10 square feet for a
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single-face sign, or 20 square feet for a sign of two oerfaxes. These signs shall be confined
to private property.

M. Portable valet signs. Signs which designate thekimpservice is available, but do not advertise
any establishment or business, as may be approved by theeemdotcofficial, including their
placement. Any sign shall be removed upon completion ofuweateSuch signs shall be in place
for a period not to exceed 12 hours a day, and shall not exceeddioare feet per side, and
shall not be illuminated. No more than one such portableséigi be permitted in front of any
one establishment.

N. Private traffic direction signs and other incidestghs. Signs directing traffic movement onto a lot
or within a lot, when such signs are located on thedimtnot exceed five square feet in area for
each sign, and, if freestanding, do not exceed threarféetal height. Such signs shall not contain
a commercial message. Such signs are considered to indwkiag directions, exit or entrance
signs, drive-up window signs, rest room signs, and the Hkeizontal directional signs flush with
paved areas are exempt from these standards.

O. Public signs. Signs of a public, noncommercial nator@clude safety signs, danger signs,
trespassing signs, traffic signs, signs indicatirgngcor historical points of interest, memorial
plagues, and the like, and all signs erected by or on ordepablic officer in the performance
of a public duty.

P. Real estate signs. Signs announcing the name ofater, manager, realtor or other persons
directly involved in the sale or rental of the property uporchiine signs are placed or
announcing the purpose for which it is being offered. Siga#i sonform to the following
standards:

(1) Signs may be freestanding or wall mounted.

(2) Real estate signs may not emit direct illuminatiod eust be removed within 14 days after
sale or rental of property.

(3) Each lot shall be permitted one real estate signgr ffontage on a street. A development
or lot with more than 300 feet of frontage is permitted additional sign for each 300 feet of
additional frontage, or increment thereof.

(4) A real estate sign shall not exceed six squarefdeane-family and two-family dwelling units
for a single-face sign, and 12 square feet for a sigw@for more faces; 10 square feet
multiple-family dwelling units for a single-face sigmda20 square feet for a sign of two or
more faces; and 32 square feet for a single-face signo4usquare feet for a sign of two or
more faces for all nonresidential uses.

(5) A freestanding real estate sign shall not exceetféet in height for residential uses or 10
feet in height for nonresidential uses.

(6) A freestanding real estate sign shall be locatéiceBnupon the lot it is advertising for rent or
sale, and shall have a minimum setback of 10 feet frorstthet curbline.

(7) A wall-mounted real estate sign shall not extend beyioedop or ends of the wall surface on
which it is mounted, nor shall a real estate signdsated above the third floor of a
multiple-story building.

Q. Temporary signage. Banners, inflatable signs, aret teéimporary signs, provided that the
following conditions are met:

[Amended 7-12-2010 by Ord. No. 2010-10]

(1) A permit is required for a temporary sign.

17 of 27 8/30/2012 8:55 Al



City of Royal Oak, M http://ecode360.com/print/RO2(

(2) Permits for temporary signage shall be limited ghteper calendar year per eligible advertiser
for a duration not to exceed 15 consecutive days per sign.

(3) A temporary sign shall be located only on the premisdbeoéligible advertiser, shall not be
located within or project into or overhang any public rightvay, and shall not impede on-site
or off-site vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(4) A temporary sign shall be securely installed to tiesfaction of the enforcement official.

(5) A temporary sign shall be removed from the premisesatet than 24 hours after expiration
of the sign permit.

(6) Banners and other temporary signs shall be wall-mouskedl, not extend beyond the top or
ends of the wall surface upon which they are mounted, andnehhaxceed 32 square feet.

(7) Placement and location of inflatable signs shall fi@aved by the enforcement official.

R. Underground public utility warning signs. Standard types ehing signs marking the routes of
underground public utility pipes, conduits and cables.

S. Vehicle signs. Signs painted on or attached to \e=highich are licensed and used upon public
streets for transportation of persons, goods or equipmepeangtted, provided no person shall
cause or allow any vehicle to be parked on a public street private property for the principal
purpose of advertising any business or activity being conducted upateppiroperty, by means
of a sign or signs painted upon, supported by or attached to shickeve

§ 607-15. Special signage provisions.

In addition to other permitted signage, and in order to mheespecial circumstances of some land uses,
the following special provisions shall apply to each use espermitted and defined by Chapter 770,
Zoning.

A. Filling stations.

(1) Structures customarily erected to provide light and sheltgasoline pump islands shall be
permitted one wall sign, not exceeding eight squareifieatea, to be located upon each
structure fascia; provided, however, that the total accuiveilatea of all such signs shall be
included as part of the maximum wall sign area permitteth@rot for the building facades
fronting on a major street.

(2) Product price signs may be provided under the following gonslit
(a) Each lot is permitted one product price sign.

(b) The maximum area of the product price sign shall noéexk 25 square feet per sign face.
This is in addition to the maximum area permitted for amgrosignage.

(c) A product price sign must be an integral part of amatt@nument sign or be attached to a
building facade.

(3) Customary lettering and data required by law shall beipedion a gasoline pump. Product
and business identification signage shall also be pednittevided such signage does not
exceed a maximum of three square feet per pump.

B. Drive-through restaurants (i.e., those where the mgler pickup of food products occurs
out-of-doors or from an automobile):

(1) In addition to other permitted signage, outdoor menu bognd snay be provided under the
following conditions:
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(a) Only one outdoor menu board shall be permitted per order wiodawlot.

(b) The maximum area of each menu board sign(s) shaéixeeted 20 square feet per sign
face, and the maximum height shall not exceed six feet.

C. Time-and-temperature or stock market display signs.

(1) No such sign shall exceed the height of the buildinghich it is accessory, nor an area of 40
square feet per sign face. Such signs shall be maidt@inproper working order. Cycle time
shall not be less than 10 seconds.

D. Theater-hotel marquee.
(1) Provided that the commercial message is wholly comtaiihin the basic marquee face.
E. Merchandise showcase signs.

(1) Where outdoor showcase racks are permitted, such rackewcases shall be limited to one
sign not exceeding 10% of the largest visible face anghshall comply with the placement
requirements set forth for monument signs.

(2) Such signs must contain a commercial messageneltaly to the merchandise for sale on
such rack or showcase.

F. Vending machines and structures used for storage anafs@le and/or beverages.
(1) Each machine or structure is permitted three signs.
(2) The maximum area of such signs shall not exceed 18estpetrfor each sign.
(3) All portions of such signs shall be located within skeface area of the structure.
(4) Such signs shall only advertise those products thetiwteumakes available.

G. Automobile sales agencies and showrooms. In addition éo pérmitted signage, the following
shall apply to automobile sales agencies:

(1) Such agencies shall be permitted a maximum of twdiewal monument signs to identify
other services provided on the lot, such as used car/truek. €gdch additional sign shall not
exceed 25 square feet in area and a height of five feet.

(2) Where an agency sells the new products of more thamanefacturer, one additional
monument sign shall be permitted for each manufactuesh Bdditional sign shall not exceed
42 square feet per sign face, and a height of six fawt. additional wall sign shall be
permitted on each building facade for each additional matuwéag provided, however, that
the total maximum area for wall signs on each facade doesxceed 5% of the building face
or 100 square feet.

H. Large single-use buildings. A building with a singleible advertiser, which has a gross floor
area greater than 60,000 square feet, shall be perrutiedrease the wall sign maximum square
footage listed for the particular sign area in whicis itbbocated by a maximum of 50%.

I. Shopping center sign. A freestanding sign depictiegriame of a shopping center is permitted in
Sign Area 2, provided the following conditions are met:

(1) Election to erect signs authorized under this sectiealymtes the erection of any other
freestanding signs.

(2) The maximum area of a shopping center sign is 42 sdeetrdor a single-face sign and 84
square feet for a sign of two or more faces.
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(3) The maximum height of any shopping center sign isegé. f

(4) Where the lot frontage on a major street exceeds 3@0afeadditional freestanding sign may
be permitted for each additional 300 feet of frontage or pottiereof; or the area of a single
freestanding sign may be increased up to 84 square festsiogle-face sign and 168 square
feet for signs of two or more faces, and the heigtiemsed up to 24 feet.

(5) The sign may only identify the shopping center, andnaividual eligible advertisers.

(6) One shopping center sign is permitted per frontage roajar street that provides direct
vehicular access to the shopping center.

Transit shelters.
(1) Each shelter is permitted four signs.
(2) The maximum area of such signs shall not exceed 18estpetrfor each sign.

(3) All portions of such signs shall be located within skeface area of the structure.

§ 607-16. Prohibited signs.

[Amended 7-12-2010 by Ord. No. 2010-10] The following signs shall not be permitted, erected or
maintained at any location within the City, notwithsiagdany other provision of this article:

A. A sign not expressly permitted is prohibited.

B.

Signs which incorporate, in any manner, flashing oving lights, except as otherwise permitted in
this article.

. Banners, spinners, and streamers except as permit§&d607-14C and 607-14Q.

. String lights used in connection with or to promote arerial purpose, but specifically

excluding seasonal decorative displays.

. Any sign which has any visible moving part, visiblealging parts or visible mechanical

movement of any description, or other apparent visible movemetuding intermittent electrical
pulsations, or by action of normal wind currents, but autonsdmnge-of-message with cycle time
of not less than 30 seconds is permissible, except as mbgrermitted in this article.

Roof signs.

. Beacons, except as may be authorized by a special evenitt pe

H. Signs projecting over or located in the public right-ofswather than as may be permitted in Sign

Area 3.

I. Portable signs, except as otherwise permitted inatttisle.

J. Any sign or sign structure which:

(1) Is structurally unsafe; or

(2) Constitutes a hazard to safety or health by reason adgnate maintenance, dilapidation or
abandonment; or

(3) Is not kept in good repair; or

(4) Is capable of causing electrical shocks to persong ltketome in contact with it.
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K. Any sign which, by reason of its size, location, cotmrmanner of illumination, constitutes a
traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by obstrgctire vision of drivers, or by obstructing
or detracting from the visibility of any traffic sign or ¢xan device on public streets.

L. Any sign which obstructs free ingress to or egress fodoor, window, fire escape or other
exitway.

M. Signs which make use of words such as "STOP," "LOOBANGER," or any characters or
shapes generally used as public safety symbols; or other wordsephsymbols or characters
used in such a manner as to interfere with, misleadnfuse traffic.

N. Any sign or other advertising structure containing amycene or indecent commercial message,
pursuant to state statute.

O. Any sign unlawfully installed, erected or maintained.
P. Any sign painted upon the wall of a building, fence aeeaning wall.
Q. Off-premises signs, other than those which may beitted in Chapter 770, Zoning.

R. Any sign which is attached to a tree, utility pole dweotstructure not intended to support a sign
as defined in this article.

S. Inflatable signs and tethered balloons, except asitped in 88 607-14C and 607-14Q.
§ 607-17. Permit requirements.
A. Permits required.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this article, it shallunlawful for any person to erect, alter
or relocate within the City of Royal Oak any sign as defitierein, without first obtaining a
permit therefor from the enforcement official, and malkpagment of any fee required by this
article.

(2) To erect, alter or relocate any sign requiring a peapplication shall be made upon forms
provided by the enforcement official, which application shatitain the following information:

(a) Name, address and telephone number of the applicapgrfyr owner and owner or
person(s) entitled to possession of the sign.

(b) Location of building, structure, or lot on which thengsj are to be erected, altered or
relocated.

(c) Position of the sign in relation to nearby buildirgsuctures and property lines.

(d) Two drawings of the plans and specifications and methartruction and attachment to
the building or in the ground.

(e) Copy of stress sheets and calculations, if deenezssary, showing the structure as
designed for dead load and wind pressure.

(H Name and address of the person, firm, corporation acag®n erecting the structure.
(g) Any electrical permit required and issued for said sign.
(h) A master signage plan as provided in § 607-18.

(i) Such other information as the enforcement officialymequire to show full compliance
with this and all other applicable laws of the CityRifyal Oak and State of Michigan.
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B. Permit fees. A fee shall be paid for the issuancgignf permits in accordance with a schedule of
fees, which shall be adopted and amended from time to tinlbebgity Commission. Such
schedule of fees shall be designed to reimburse thef@igll of its direct costs incurred in the
inspection and regulations of signs and the issuance witper

[Amended 8-20-2007 by Ord. No. 2007-12]

C. Servicing and maintenance. The provisions of § 607-17 stiadipply to the ordinary servicing or
repainting of existing signs, cleaning of a sign, oth changing of advertising on a sign
specifically designed for periodic change of messageoutitbhange in sign structure, such as a
time-and-temperature sign.

§ 607-18. Master signage plan.

A. A master signage plan shall be submitted to the Rigridepartment whenever a building or
structure shall be erected, converted to other use or strlyctailtered so as to require site plan
review pursuant to Chapter 770, Zoning. The master signlageshall be subject to the review
and approval of the Plan Commission in the course oftiéspéan review process.

B. The master signage plan shall show the size amdidocof all signs existing upon a lot at the time
site plan review is requested, the removal of all signagmcompliance with this article, and the
size and location of all new signs to be placed upon thd hat.Plan Commission shall approve a
master signage plan in conformance with this artlwbeyever, in reviewing the master signage plan
for compliance with this article, the Plan Commissiory ather restrict the location, number, or
size of sign(s) if it finds such action necessary to gmethe placement of signs in a manner
which will conceal or obscure other signs, directional ana&ming, or signs of adjacent
businesses.

8§ 607-19. Authorized sign erectors.

No person shall engage in the business of erectingrirgpar dismantling of signs for which sign erection
permits are required by this article without first beingtised as an authorized sign erector.

A. License fee. The City Commission shall by resolufrom time to time establish fees for
examinations, licenses, registrations, permits ancedtgms required by this article. Such fees
shall not exceed the cost of processing, inspection, sujpervand other related costs of
regulation. The fees shall be paid into the City Treasury

[Amended 8-20-2007 by Ord. No. 2007-12]
B. Insurance. Permits may be issued to sign erectors odbr time following conditions:
(1) Insurance certificates. The company making applicatai provide the City with a
certificate of liability insurance, with the form and ambof coverage subject to the prior

approval of the City.

(2) Lapsing of insurance. If, at any time, the insurasicany sign erector is permitted to lapse,
the right to obtain permits shall automatically be revoked.

(3) Notification of change. A sign erector shall notife tenforcement official of any change in
address and, if a firm or corporation, any change in owipecsimanagement if other than that
indicated on the insurance certificates.

C. Revocation of licenses. Sign erectors' licenses reagvwked by the City pursuant to Chapter
425, Article ll, General Licensing, as amended.

§ 607-20. Material requirements, construction, loads and stresses.

Requirements concerning details of construction, maselliehds and stresses are governed by the
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provisions of the State of Michigan Construction Code, andyesign shall be erected and maintained in
compliance with such provisions.

A. Combustible materials. Any sign for which a permitéguired shall be constructed of approved
fire-retardant material, except that combustible struttdra may be used thereon.

B. Fastenings. Signs attached to masonry, concrete@lr giall be safely and securely fastened
thereto by means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expaoséawssof sufficient size and
anchorage to support safely the loads applied. All buildingrfags must be of galvanized
noncorrosive materials.

C. Windloads. For the purpose of design, wind pressure shalkba tipon the gross area of the
vertical projection of all signs and sign structures atle®msg than 25 pounds per square foot for
those structures above ground. In calculating wind pressurareedcsurfaces such as cylindrical
or spherical signs or sign structures, this pressuré lsassumed to act on 6/10 of the projected
area. In all open frame signs or sign structures, the ased in computing wind pressure shall be
1/2 times the net area of the framing members exposde twind.

§ 607-21. Nonconforming signs.

[Amended 7-12-2010 by Ord. No. 2010-10] It is the legislative intent to recognize that thergwval
elimination of existing signs that are not in conformitigh the provisions of this article is a valid
objective of the police power, but it is also the legislatitent that such elimination of nonconforming
signs shall be brought about over a period of time and in suchemas to avoid the invasion of vested
rights of owners of nonconforming signs and the inflictidrunnecessary hardship. The provisions of this
section shall be construed to that end.

A. Maintenance of nonconforming signs. Signs renderedamdorming by the provisions of this
article shall be maintained in a condition of good repaiil removed pursuant to the provisions
of this article, but no such nonconforming sign shall:

(1) Be changed to another nonconforming sign.

(2) Have its commercial message changed so as to ndwastise, or call attention to a business,
product, service, event or other commercial activity nottiegisipon the lot on which the
nonconforming sign(s) is located at the time of enaotrof this article.

(3) Be structurally altered or changed in shape, size, dygkesign.

(4) Be repaired or replaced after damage or destructitwe iexpense of repair exceeds 50% of
the cost of replacing or duplicating the existing sign.

(5) Continue to be used or allowed to remain in place follownygaetivity that requires site plan
review by the Plan Commission, according to Chapter 770ngoni

(6) Continue to be used or allowed to remain in place followmygagpplication for a sign permit
on the same premises following the effective date sfdifiicle.

B. Due to their demonstrated historical significance amtbidering their integral nature to the
building on which they are attached, the provisions of 8 607-21tAfdugh (6) shall not apply to
any of the following signs which may have become noncomfigrmnith the adoption of this
article:

(1) Building markers.
(2) Marquee signs for theaters.

§ 607-22. Variances; Plan Commission.
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[Amended 8-20-2007 by Ord. No. 2007-12]

A. Compliance. The Building Official or his or her designmay inspect any sign to determine
whether it conforms to the provisions of this articleyArson who erects, constructs, builds or
causes to be erected, built, or constructed a sign or whe emlieases property upon which a
sign is located shall permit the Building Official osfor her designee access to inspect said sign
to determine whether it complies with the provisions of #migcle.

B. Violations. Failure to comply with any written notitlem the Building Official or his or her
designee shall be deemed a violation of this article.

C. Appeals. Appeal from the decision of the Building Gdficshall be permitted to the Plan
Commission in a manner and in conformance with thesrpfemulgated by the Plan Commission.

D. Variances.

(1) Upon an appeal, the Plan Commission is authorized b graariance from the strict
provisions of this article, whereby extraordinary or exceal conditions of such property, the
strict application of the regulations enacted would resytteiculiar or exceptional practical
difficulties to or exceptional undue hardship upon the ownesuoh property, provided such
relief may be granted without substantial detriment toptiitadic good and without
substantially impairing the intent and purpose of thiclatti

(2) In granting a variance, the Plan Commission maylattiaereto such conditions regarding the
location, character and other features of the proposed sighsmay deem reasonable in
furtherance of the purpose of this article. Furtherramting a variance, the Plan Commission
shall state the grounds upon which it justifies thetgrgrof a variance as outlined below.
When granting any variance, the Plan Commission musirerthat the spirit of this article is
observed, public safety secured, and natural resources prot€bee@lan Commission shall
determine that the variance approval, either as proposed lapptieant or as otherwise
determined by the Plan Commission based upon the recore, isithmum relief necessary in
order to achieve substantial justice.

(3) The applicant must present evidence to show thdtisifatticle is applied strictly, unnecessary
hardship and/or practical difficulties to the applicarit wsult, and that all eight of the
following findings of fact are met:

(a) That the property could not reasonably accommodate geigitted at that specific
location;

(b) That the appeal results from exceptional and uniqeeirostances peculiar to the property
and not from general neighborhood or City-wide conditionsydiag unique architectural
character of the building or innovative techniques thatdmtermined not to be detrimental
to the building or the character of the area;

(c) That the sign requested by the variance would not thikeessential character of the area;
(d) That the alleged hardships and practical difficultiedyoth, which will result from a
failure to grant the variance include substantially mora thare inconvenience or
monetary concern,

(e) That the alleged hardship has not been created Ipetii®ner or any other person
presently having an interest in the property;

(H That the article's restrictions unreasonably pretletowner from using the property for a
permitted land use;

(g) That the variance would do substantial justice toaft@icant as well as to other property
owners in the immediate vicinity that would be affected f@anting the variance,
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considering the public benefits intended to be secured bwartiise, and the individual
hardship that will be suffered by a failure of the Plan @@sion to grant a variance; and

(h) That a lesser relaxation than that requested wouldivetsubstantial relief to the owner
of the property or be more consistent with justice to other propgners.

(4) The above findings of fact shall be made by the Plan Cssion, which is not empowered to
grant a variance without an affirmative finding of fact the categories above. Every finding
of fact shall be supported in the record of the proceedingigedPlan Commission. Nothing
contained herein shall be construed to empower the PlamiSeion to change the terms of
this article or to add to the signs permitted at any lonati

(5) Appeal procedure.

(a) Appeals shall be commenced by a person filing a notiegméal with the Building
Official, on a form to be supplied by the Building Officidlhe notice of appeal shall
specify the particular grounds upon which the appeal isdbasé shall be signed. It shall
also specify the regulations from which a variance is doagt the nature and extent of
such variance.

(b) The Plan Commission shall fix a reasonable timen&aring of appeals and shall give due
notice thereof to all owners of record of real property afjato the premises in question,
such notice to be delivered personally or by mail addresse@ t@spective owners at
the address given in the last assessment roll.

(c) Any person shall be accorded the right to appear Bopesr be represented by a duly
authorized agent.

(d) The Plan Commission shall prepare an official re¢orceach appeal and shall base its
decision on the record. The official record shall include fatlowing:

[1] The relevant administrative records and the adminig¢ratrders issued thereon
relating to the appeal.

[2] The notice of appeal.

[3] Such documents, exhibits, photographs or written repsriwiay be submitted to the
Plan Commission for its consideration.

[4] The requisite written findings of fact, the conglits attached, and the decisions and
orders by the Plan Commission in disposing of the appeallshahtered onto the
official record after they have been signed by Buildingdi2ff and after written notice
of the disposition of the appeal has been served, eithersorper by mail, upon the
parties to the appeal, the Building Official and the CitgriC The Building Official
shall within 10 days after the date the Plan Commissanhed its final decision on
an appeal sign the necessary order to effectuate theateofsihe Plan Commission.

[5] A copy of the official record of an appeal shall be madelabla for the parties to
the appeal upon request and after the payment of such feéothes may be
provided by the rules and regulations of the Plan Commission.

§ 607-23. Enforcement; duties of enforcement official; notice of violation; removal of signs.

A. The enforcement official is hereby authorized and digk¢d administer and enforce all the
provisions of this article and to establish rules and régukincidental thereto. Whenever
necessary, the officials of other departments of the €itll give such assistance as is consistent
with the usual duties of their respective departments. Ppesentation of proper credentials, the
enforcement official or his duly authorized representatiay enter at reasonable times any
premises when necessary to perform any duty imposed upon hinstarticle.
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B. Notice.

(1) Whenever it shall appear to the enforcement offitial any sign has been constructed or
erected, or is being maintained in violation of any of #ien$ of this article, or after a permit
for a sign has been revoked or become void, or that a sigms&fe or in such condition as to
be a menace to the safety of the public, the enforcernffemtloshall issue a notice in writing
to the owner, agent or lessee registered with the Citileopremises upon which the sign is
erected or maintained. If no owner, agent or lessedées registered, then the notice shall be
directed to each owner of or party of interest in the bglthnwhose name the property
appears on the latest tax assessment records.

(2) Such notice shall be in writing and shall be sgénvpon the person to whom it is directed
personally, or in lieu of personal service may be mailed byfiedrmail, return receipt
requested, addressed to such owner or party of interest addhess shown on the tax
records, at least 10 days before the date of the headuglakd in the notice. If any person
to whom a notice is directed is not personally served, iniaddid mailing the notice, a copy
thereof shall be posted upon a conspicuous part of the build&igror

(3) Such notice shall inform such person of the violatiah shall direct him to make such
alteration, repair, or removal as necessary to secure emopliwith this article, within a
reasonable time limit which shall not be less than 20 daysnore than 90 days.

(4) Upon failure of the sign owner to comply with the teohsghe notice of violation, the
enforcement official is authorized and empowered to remdtes, ar repair the sign in
guestion so as to make it conform to this article, and therses for such work shall be
assessed against the premises in the manner providesl @ity Charter.

(5) Except as otherwise provided, the enforcement offioe remove or cause to be removed a
sign immediately and without notice if, in his opiniore ttondition of the sign is such as to
present an immediate threat to the safety of the pubfie. ity Commission finds that
sidewalk signs in the public right-of-way that do not camfevith the requirements of
8§ 607-12D present an immediate threat to the safety of thecpahti therefore may be
removed without notice to the owner.

[Amended 9-8-2008 by Ord. No. 2008-13]

C. Pursuant to the provisions of § 607-21A(4), a sign shall ineved by the owner or lessee of the
premises upon which the sign is located when the busiwbgs) the sign advertises, is no longer
conducted on the premises. If the owner or lessee failsntove the sign, the enforcement official
shall notify the owner or lessee in writing and allb® days for removal. Upon failure of the
owner or lessee to comply with the notice, the enforcewifintal may remove the sign at cost to
the owner or lessee.

D. Signs may be inspected periodically by the enforcememiadffor compliance with this article
and with other ordinances of the City. All signs argirttomponent parts are to be kept in good
repair and in safe, sanitary condition.

§ 607-24. Violations and penalties.
It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construeatintain, enlarge, alter, move or convert any sign in
the City of Royal Oak, or cause or permit the same to be dontary to or in violation of any of the
provisions of this article. Every day a violation existslistanstitute a separate offense.
A. A person violating this article for the first time rissponsible for civil infraction and is subject to
a civil fine of not less than $100, plus the cost of prosecwnd any other costs permitted by
law.

B. A person violating this article for the second timeeisponsible for a civil infraction and is
subject to a civil fine of not less than $250, plus the obgirosecution and any other costs
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permitted by law.

C. A person violating this article for the third timeresponsible for a civil infraction and is subject
to a civil fine of not less than $500, plus the cost of prats@et and any other costs permitted by
law.

D. A person violating this article for the fourth or subsetjtieme is guilty of a misdemeanor,
punishable by a fine of not more than $500 and imprisonmemiofomore than 90 days, plus the
cost of prosecution and any other costs permitted by law.
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